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HE WfoAle Military
Dcparinoitt and tho
Departments of West
Virginia, Washington
and Susquehanna
were eomrtitMted into
tlic Middle Military
Division, and Maj.-Go- u.

Sheridan was
assigned te command
tho sauto. Two di-

visions of cavalry
wore sent front the
Army of the I'nlAWflc,

commanded Gene. Torbcrt and Wilson.
Tiio Middle Military Division new num-
bered nearly 80,000 men, well armed aud
equipped, trendy to move and attack the
rebel army new In fposkion Hear Winchester.
They had also received rcinforocmcuUi, a
division under Gen. Auderson having

mfit armies were nearly equal In
strength, with t4e advantage on the aide of
the enemy, as they had no Capita! te cover,
and oould wove itt whatever dirooUen tUtey

pleased. The men ware eajgaged in ihraato-iQ- g

vlteat nod forwarding it le !Rimttd,
lmxiMR oorapelled ovary farmer tagive all
their imMieede ie help Hie Confederacy,
kwping hut eCK4etttlt for Uieiuaclvoe.

Oa ilte J Oth of August the troops moved
out from their jtositioa at HalltowM, iarch-io- g

IS mtkm, paasitif; through CharJoetown,
whore Joha Ulrowii was hg. TJie mardh
was continued the next day, the array mak-
ing 16 miloti, the oaoMy retroaUug up the
Valley and our forces following tltojn. Aftor
marching 60 wiles In 'three soooessive days,
ovcrtakinc their rearguard at Codar Oroek,
havinc pasted Uirougti Newtown and Middle-t-o

wit, twoash villages, fillod with Mo&y's
wen, whe wore very peaceable until our
army puatod, whon ihoy were ready to fall
upon or rear-jfaar- d, ptaadortag, lohWitj;
and even mttrdering our ttoldxxw and doing
all the damage the' oosJd. lie main l)dy
of the robek ware strongly iuironoliud on

. numi't ixif
a plaoe almost intpregnahk, that oonld not
)e carried hy direct aawiult. lite Shenan-
doah Valley was filhsd with waving fields of
Kraio, the crops irjpe and ready for the sickle.
For nearly 109 miles the Valley was level
and the scenery splendid, this being ths
prettiest jart of Virginia. At a distattoe of
lrooi seven te 1ft miles njmrl wore viilaes
from Hatter's lorry StautitoH. Xe

took iplaoe at Cedar Creek, as was
expected, as we wns too far town our base of
eupplies to risk a battle. After lying near
Cedar Crook three days, the troops were
ordered to fall hack m the mrnose of draw-
ing the enemy Awn Fisher's Hill; startutg
at dart; moving back on the Valley piku,
marohwg aU night, jnuwing throngh Kow-tow- n,

Middletown and Kemstown halting
at Winchester for breakfast; wssittg through
the place, onoe a fine town, but now nearly
deserted; no business was transacted, us
both rebel and Union armies oooojpied the
place at difi'oruut times. The troops morchod
during the night 18 miles and dHng the
morning 10 miles, halting on a hill.

The onemy, supposing us retreating, fol-

lowed s closely, skirmishing with the cav-
alry at Winchester, in whieh a portion of
tin- - rirst New Jersey Brigade wore capturod
while supporting tine cavalry. Our rear-
guard was driven from Winchester with con-
siderable loss. The troops wore oetapelhjd
to moos the meat day IS mile encamping
near Chatisstown, the cm my again halting
at Winchester. Ia retaitatiou fot Chambers-bur-g

the toes burned and destroyed ovory-tlun- g,

ectering Imtises and helning them-
selves U thai oawe in their way. The
men wore out of rations, and livad oT the
country, as flour, gseon com, and ohkjkons
were found In abondaoos.

Both arssiss vco again ftn amnji, m4i
tents sp in wsgular order, lbs operations
during the month of Auguat being hoth of
an offensive and dofonsi ve character, reau.lt-iu-r

in a fewnkirmisbes, but m yet no gen-t- -r

a! enaement had taken place. The two
i miss now buy in portion, the enemy on

the west hank of Opeouon Creek, covering
Winohestor, and out forces in position at
Charlostown, so that either army could bring
on a battle nteny time, aiefeat ts us would
lay open to the enemy Maryland and lon-eyivatt- ht

for long distances before out army
could dheok litem, and under such cirenm-irtane- es

Gen. Hbtaidan hesitated to attack,
and waited Air more positive orders from
Grunt. The Uik K. 3. was again recruited,
swelling the number to about 309 wen. Ooi.
TrueK belnu at home, ihe regiment was com-
manded )ty Maj. Vredunberg; IAenU-Co- l.

Hall lmvhsg boon wounded at Menooacy,
resigning his commission, M. Vrodenbotg
having )eon for tlhuiimst year lospootor-- G on-or- al

on Hojtduaartort staff, he being tfceiraak-i- g

otttcer, was rtAiwed, and ordered to the
command of die iregimoni at lfaHtown on
the lifh of AHgnnt

Sunday, Aug. 1, ttihs onoaty swrlsed onr

Esa

(1 tiring the day, and building works. But
few wore lost on either side, s nothing but
Skirmish iuf; wsts l;npt up. At night

OtTK POKCRS VVAA. 1IACIC

t our old position at lI:Ultown, cicht miles
distant, the enemy pit tuning nd firing upon
our rear-guar- d, oHtte'ling them to fall Intck
iu a hurry within the defenses of MaiMaud
Ilighta, when the pit raw it was nbnndoned,
nil the time the rain peuriug in torrents.
For fiovoral days bodied of tropa, mostly
cavalry, were seat out on a reconnoisantje,
which discovered the enemy still iu pasttion
at Cltaiicslewii. The men were fast losing
uoufidenocin Gen. Sheridnu, as he did noth-
ing hut advance anil ret rest without fighting
a decisive battle; but nrmoof the men knew
the onorgyand determination of their gallant
leader, whs was only watting for orders from
Gen. Grant to bring ou a general engngc-intn- t.

The troops romainod in camp at ITnlltown
until Sunday, when orders wore given to
move, paeKing the enemy's works near
Oharlostown, the enemy having fallen buck,
and halted in a wood. Dm ing the afternoon
Chaplain Koe delivered a brief discourse as
the nion lay in line, after which we moved
again, halting in tire o'.d camp we weie
driven from the picvions Sunday, eight
miles from Jfalltown, remaining there until
Sept. 3, witen the troois moved again,
onoamnng at a plaoe called Cltilon Farm.
The litgbtih Corps, lHig in the advance,
mot the enemy at Opqtan Creek, and fter
a severe engagement drove them hack across
the uroek, with heavy loss iu bfith stiles.
Darkness and rain ended the content, the
troops sleofnitg on thotrarms. lloth aimius
were now very vigilant, n they were but a
few mtlrs apart. The troopi remainel in
camp at Clifton rrm 5 days, drawing la-tio- us

and clothing, 'lite Second Dtvinitm of
the Sixth Corns, "with a brigude of ctvJry,
movod out on a reoeuitoiesanoo to Opeqnan

fc

Gjlkt Ann BitniuriAK Coxsui.Tixa.
Creek. The enemy was found in foree,wilh
strong works erected on the opposite side;
they wore completely surprised. The divis-
ion succeeded hi capturing a South Carolina
regiment, numbering 400 men,

WITH ITS OrFlCKOfi AVI) GOLOKC.

After a short skirmish the division re-tarn- od

with the jirsoncrs oantnred, the reb-
els cvosUallim at onr daring, but afraid to
follow us up. The men were very tited of
mstmveriug up and down the Vallty, and
wore anxious to meet the onemy and decidu
which of the two armies was the most com-
petent to held the Valley. Grant, finding
the use of the Baltimore & Ohio Itailioad
and the atcsapeake dc Ohio Canal, which
wore both obsttnoted by the enemy, became
so indispensably accessary to us, and the
imfMNtanoe of relieving Maryland and Penn-
sylvania from continuously threatened in-

vasion so great, that he determined to visit
Con. Sheridan and order an immediate at-
tack. Leaving City Point on the 15th of
September, be vkited him at Chadestown
to decide, after a conference with him, what
should Us done; and after a calm delibera-
tion it was deckled te attack as aeon as the
army and trains oonld lie brought into posi-
tion.

Per oonvenionce of forage, the teams for
supplying th army wore kept at Harper's
Perry. Grant remained at Sheridan' head-
quarters but one day, giving his final orders
and leaving for City Point, Sheridan return-
ing to bis bcaleuartcrs and issuing orders
for a forward movement

Oa the aOernoou of Sunday, the 16th,
orders were given the troops to move at x
moment's notice. All now felt that the time
had arrived when the rebel army, under its
andacioufi leaders, should be driven from the
Valley, where for the last two months they
had bid defiant to the loyal North, and with
their irowning osrthworkg at Winchester
were ever ready te rctist cur advance. For
several mornings previous to lito attack the
cavalry had drntod up to their inmt and
then retired after

KXCHAKOIWG A JTCW SHOT.
Thfci was done as often that when the attack
was made they were not as well prepared ai
If this had not been done, as the advance
was led by the dashing Coster with his bri-
gade of cavalry.

At S o'clock oa the morning of the 19th of
September the troons on two read movod
out, and marching IS miles crossed at Ope-qu- aa

Creek. At usual, the cavalry in
stronger fores titan heretofore attacked them
in their position. The rebelswore completely
surprised. KershawV Division had left the
day before for the purpose of burning and
destroying what they could in Marylaud and
Pennylvania. They wers at Bunker's JIill,
30 miles uway, when the attack was made
and Gen. Early sent immediately for them,
and they leUtrtted in haste, nearly all the
way ou a double-uuic- k.

Both armies soon became helly engaged,
and for seme time it was doubtful which side
was gaining; but after a most sanguinary
battle, whioh lasted until 0 o'clock in the
ovoointiM enemy werodefoatod with heavy
less, their entire position carried from Ope-oea- n

Ottttk to Wtnchestor, aud scvciul
IhonsandaclsoaotnuuJilrepioccaof artillery
tal.au The onmoy ml!!d aoveral times,

cam, at diyliffH, ftt4 i&wa. Via. only to be broken again by the terrible
of ttit Union beys. Kcwhaw

Division arrived during tho afternoon, but
too late, aud with their comrades were com-

pelled to fall back. During the morning tho
Nineteenth Corps, which was on thecxtreme
left, was driven in, but, supported by one
division of the Sixth Corps, they rallied, aud
in turn drove the enemy buck some distance.
It was a hard-foug- ht battle, ami the enemy,
with their thinned ranks

IX A DKMOltALIZHD CONDITION',

retreatod in haste through Winchoslor.
Gen. Early was so intoxicated, the prisoners
said, that it was with much difficulty ho
could keep on his horse. Tho rebol prcM
attributed their defeat to this. The rebel
soldiers were jwaitivo that Grant was in
command, as Sheridan never before had ex-

hibited such generalship. Tho Tiiird Divis-
ion lost heavily in killed and wounded.
Col. Ebright, commanding the 12Gth Ohio,
was killed, as was Gen. Russell, commanding
the Pir.t Division, Sixth Corps.

The 11th N. J. lost iu killed and wounded
100 mon, but tho greatest loss of all was
Maj. Vredcnberg. A braver officer never
livod. He was at tho head of his regiment,
ordering the men to charge a rebel battery,
when a shell struck him in tho breast,
knocking him from his ltorso and killing
him instnn tty. Ho was carried to the rear,
and his remains sent to New Jersey. His
loss was deeply felt by the men, as he was
always otcemod a bravo and competent offi-

cer. The regiment charged the bat lory,
captured it, and the last order ever given
by him was executed with promptness, and
the death of Mj. Vrcdeubcrg avenged.
Lieut. Green, of Co. I, was killed, and all the
officers disabled and wounded, except Capt.
Janeway, who was again placed iu command
of the teg! ment The 87th Pa. had but a
lew days to st ii3', but were as eager as ever
lo join in the fight. Several of them were
killed whose term had already expired.

TUB KICnitL 1.098 WAS VICKY SKVKIIB.

Gens. Jiodes and Wharton, who led the at-

tack at Monocacy, in which the Third Divis-
ion suffered so severely, were both killed.
The ground was covered with the munitions
of war. As our victorious army pressed on
after the flying rebels, the groans of the
wounded and dying of both armies were
painful to bear. Ghastly sights everywhere
presents! themselves to the eye, but to tho
soldiers were as nothing, as such scenes were
cvery-da-y occurrences. The houses in Win-che- st

or were filled with rebel wounded, who
were kindly cared for by the ladies of the
place, loth loyal and disloyal. The news of
our succors was immediately telegraphed to
Washington, and the pnpeis of the North
were full of praises of our gallant little
Sheridan and his noble army. There was
new no fear of another invasion, ami our
National Capital was out of danger. The
army now leposed every confidence in Sheri-
dan, and gave him the name of "Little
Phil," ami those who but a few weeks be-

fore were ever ready to denounce him, were
dow the loudest in his praise. One hundred
guns were fired at Washington in honor of
this great victory, which in itsolf was con-

sidered one of the decisive tattles of tho
war. Had we been driven hack lwth Welli-
ngton aud Baltimore would have been
taken, and before another army could have
Ihjcm raised loth places would have lain in
abbes, litis was the third and last attempt-
ed invasion of the North by tho Confederate
army, which had each time ended in disas-
ter. The relel paper?, which had praised
Early so highly but a short time before, were
now clamorous for his removal.

THK KXKXY ItlCTKBXTKD

during the night, aud made a stand in thoir
old poMlion at Fisher's Hill. Here they were
confident of Miccese, as it was thought im-

possible to dislodge them fiom their posi-

tion. Here Early intended to make a stand
until he received reiufoi cements from Rich-
mond, and then retrieve his fail-fallin- g

reputation. He supposed Gen. Sheridan
would not attack, and he would have time
to recruit. Our column had halted in Win-
chester until daylight tho next morning,
when they rapidly pressed on. The enemy
were at this time on Fisher's Hill, 22 miles
from Winchester. The troops halted at
Newtown for breakfast. The men had
marched up and down the Valley so often
that nearly every house and barn was fa-

miliar to them.
The troops halted at Newtown one hour,

and then moved forward. Squads of rebel
jrisoncrs weie picked u, as they were too
tired to proceed faither. Tho number of
prisoners captuicd in all was about .1,000.
Our loss at Opcquan was 1,500. After
marching 20 miles wo crossed Cedar Creek
on abridge built by the enemy, halting in
the same woods the troops were in live
weeks before. The rebel army had just
boeu paid in Confederate money, which to
thorn was as nothing. Gold now foil 20 per
cent, in the North, and produce in propor-
tion.

The 21st of September was spent in form-
ing the tiooj iu position, as Gen. Sheridan
had determined to attack; but nothing was
accomplished till night, when the 120th
Ohio aud Cth Md. charged the enemy's &kir--

mish-lin- e, driving them baok two miles, aud
occupying a splendid position for artillery.
Batteries were placed in position and the
enemy shelled, they not replying, as their
ammunition was scarce. The morning of
the 22d found the troops in position; bat-
teries from all pari" of the lino opened, but
as yet elicited no response from tho rebels.
At 3 o'clock Shoridan ordered an advance,
the Iroops moving forward in eight lines of
battle. Early oxpectiug an attack in his
immediate front, withdrew his troops from
tho left of his line. Taking advantage of
this, the Eighth Corps, with the Third Di-

vision, Sixth Corps, moved on their flank,
aud befuro they wcro aware of it wo were
completely in their rear. A desperate bat-

tle now ensued, which lasted until dark,
when the enemy weie driven poll-me- ll from
their fortified position and retreated in cou-fusio- u,

flanked both right and left, and their
cavalr, under Imbodou and Joucc, was com-
pelled to ran in ono demoralized mass, fol-

lowed by our victorious columns,

l'Ol'KIN'a SHOT AND S1IKI.L
into their retreating ranks. The Third Di-

vision captured six pieces of artillery; two
of them wcro taken by tho 14th N. J.
Twenty-fou- r pieces of artillery, 15 stands of
colors, and 1,100 prisoners wero tho fruits of
this victory. Shoridan was now nlmo3t wor-

shiped by Hie men, as Fisher's Hill had al-

ways bcei considered impregnable, but
"Cavalry Phil," or "Flanking Sheridan,"
as ho was called, had accomplished what
Fremont, Hunter, Banks and Shields had
failed to do in tho early daysof tho rebellion.

He was appointed a Major-Gencr- al in tho
Regular Army, to fill tho place vacated by
McClellnn. In tho battle of Fisher's Hill
the loss in the h N. J. was small, as they
wero on the flank with the Eighth Corps.
The Second Division lost heavily in killed.
The casualties in ray regiment wero 10 killed
and 30 wounded. CnpL McKnight's battery,
of the Third Division, created considerable
panic in the enemy's ranks, as every shell
they fired fell among them. Under cover of
this battery the division advanced and capt-

ured a line of works with 400 prisouers and
four pieces of artillery. No time was allowed
the men lo rest, although tired and weary
and begrimed with dirt and powder. Tho
flying rebels were pursued during the night
of tho 22d, the army marching 12 miles
through StrasburK and Woodstock, halt-

ing for a few hours' roat in the morning. Tho
enemy had a mortal fear of Custer and his
cavalry, as he was always on their flank and
rear when least expected. With one bri-

gade lo charge and anofiior lo blow the
bugle, they could not stanjl. Their cavalry
leader was named Imboden, but ho was
called " Runboden," as he was always on tho
run to tho rear when onr cavalry appeared
in sight. Four days' rations were issued the
men at Woodstock, the trains having fol-

lowed. Tho 87th Pa. had served their three
years and were ordered to return home, with
the exception of the ed men.

LEAVING WOODSTOCK,
tho troops marched six miles, passing tho
village of Edeuburg, and encamping in a
woods near the railroad. Tho enemy had
again halted on a hill, and were skirmishing
with our cavalry. In the battles of Opcquan
and Fisher's Hill the enemy lost iu killed,
wounded, and prisoners 15,000 men,15stands
of colors, and 30 pieces of artillery. The
Union army lost 4,000 men, no colors, and
no artillery. The troops were now pretty
well rested, aud moved again, marching 20
miles, passing through Mount Jackson, Haw-kinslow- n,

ami New Market, still following
the enemy aud skirmishing with them
during the entire march. The pike was
level, and the retreating rebels could bo
plainly seen. MuKnightfa battery was on
the skirmish-line- , continually shelling their
rear; it was a splendid pbht the troops iu
fonr parallel lines, with avalry on either
flank, pursuing the flying rebels. They
made a stand several times, but our skirmi-

sh-lino compelled them to leave. The
weather was yet very warm. At dark the
enemy opened upon ns from a hill with four
pieces of artillery, but were soon compelled
to leave. It was a splendid picture for an
artist tho sun setting behind the hills, tho
flash of the cannon and musketry was grand
beyond description. The men, foraging, lived
well, as the ounlry was filled with vege-

tables of all kinds.
Tho army was now 42 miles from Win-

chester, and 30 miles from Staunton. The
troops remained in camp during the night,
marching the next day 18 milsa in line of
battle up the Valley. The enemy could not
be seen, having moved during the night up
tho Luray Valloy. Halting at Harrison-
burg, the Third Division headquarters were
established at the house formerly occupied
by Fremont and Huuter as their headquar-
ters. The troops remained in camp at Har-
risonburg 10 days, confiscating tobacco, su-

gar, matches, etc Harrisonburg is a very
pretty place 20 miles from Staunton, of
about 1,000 inhabitant. Squads of men
wore sent out each day to

FOKAGK OFF THE COUNTRY,

as the troops were out of rations, and it
was necessary the men should be supplied.
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Cavalry Skirmish.
The army was now 101 milos from Harper's
Ferry, tho baso of supplies. It look the
teams four days to go and four days to
come; the route was infested with guerrillas,
makiug it necessary to have n strong guard ;

but, in spite of all vigilance, numbers of
men were killed and the wagons captured.

Ta troops were ordered out, marching to
Monnt Crawford to relievo tho cavalry.
Finding the enemy in strong position, Ihoy
wcro driven back, as they wero strongly
posted iu a gap in tho mountains. They
were not again attacked, aud tho troops
moved back to Harrisonburg.

On the 1st of October the supply train ar-

rived from Harper's Ferry, with mail and
papers; also the Paymaster, tho troops re-

ceiving two months' pay. It was rumored
in camp that Giant had moved on Peters-
burg, capturing 15 guns aud 400 prisoners.
The cavalry again started off, reaching
Staunton, destroying the bridges and a largo
amount of supplier, aud advanced as far as
Charlottesville.

On Oct. G orders wero given to move.
Marching back, the Valloy was now clear of
tho enemy. Ad 'it wa3 feared Ihoy would
again return, every barn and haystack was
burned on the roulc lo prevent the enemy
from subsMing hi tho Valley, as moitof the
farmcta were rob Is, and helped tho gnor-rill-aa

along. It wwj a splendid sight to see

the fires a3 the troops moved up the Valley
from mountain to mountain one continu-

ous blaze of fire. Twenty-fou- r miles were
made that day, as it was cool and the men
were out of rations, the sapply train had not
arrived, and the Valley was stripped by
troops continually passing. The troops slept
that night at Mount Jackson, with nothing
to eat, the next day marching 17 milon,
through Woodstock, halting at dark 12
miles from Strasbnrg, passing Fisher's
Hill, where tho enemy was whipped so
badly on the 22d of September. The troops
halted and took position on the north bank
of Cedar Creek.

Having received considerable reinforce-
ments, Early again returned to the Valley,
and encountered our cavalry near Strasburg.

CUSTER, WITH HIS BRIGADE,
advanced, and after a brief encounter tho
enemy captured 30 wagons from Gen. Tor-ber- t.

Tho weather at this time was very
cold and windy. Our whole force of cav-

alry now arrived, and tho enemy was driven
hack some distance, with the loss of 11 pieces
of artillery, a number of prisoners, and all
their wagons, together with those captured
from Torbert, our forces following them
vigorously.

As the Valley wa3 supposed to be clear of
the enemy, tho Sixth Corps was ordered to
Petersburg. Grant had moved several times,
and had captured the Weldon Railroad, ex-

tending hi3 lines some distance. Orders
were given to move; marching 17 miles,
passing through Strasbnrg and Middletown,
halting at Front Royal, near Manassas Gap.
During our stay there a man of ray regi-
ment was accidentally shot, dying the next
day. His nnmo wa3 Ayers, of Co. B. A
petition was circulated among the Jersey
soldiers to return home and vote. It was
sigued by the officers, but was not carried
through. Tiie Legislature of New Jersey
was opposed to it, and used their utmost en-

deavors to prevent it. Permission was then
asked to voto in the field; that was also
denied. Other troopa were granted that
privilege; we wore not. New Jersey was
in the hands of the Copperheads, and with
bitter feelings of enmity toward them, the
soldiers wore compelled to stand it.

On tho 13th the corps Btarted for Peters-
burg from Front Royal. The troopa had
been in the Valley some time, and did not
wish to leave. Sheridan was loved by all,
and the men were anxious to remain under
his command ; but positive orders from Grant
were that the corps should again

JOIN THE rOTOMAC ARMY,
having been only temporarily detached.
The weather was very cold, and visions of
earthworks and trenches in front of Peters-
burg rose vividly before tho men, and none
of us wished to go. After marching 15 miles,
passing a place called White Post, the col-

umn was ordered lo halt, and soon it re-

sounded throughout tho lino that the order
was countermanded. Cheer after cheer was
given, and it was noised around that Grant
had taken Petersburg, with CO pieces of ar-

tillery and 30,000 prisoners. The men were
very jubilant over the report, as we all be-

lieved it.
Moving back, the troops halted at a very

pretty place called Millwood. The men
immediately commenced foraging, as there
was produce in abundance, no troops having
ever encamped there. It turned out that
Grant's taking Petersburg was a hoax, and
instead Early was moving down the Valley
with n largo army of reinforcements. Tho
Eighth and Nineteenth Corps wcro com-

pelled to fall back from Fisher's Hill, and
encamped on the north bank of Cedar Creek.
Soou tho deep booming of the cannon was
hoard at Millwood. At first the men thought
it a salute in honor of Grant's victory, but it
proved to be the Eighth and Niuoteeuth
Corps engaged with Early at Cedar Creek.
The corps was ordered to move immediately
back on tho road to Fisher's Hill, marching
20 miles, and halting in position near Mid-

dletown, as the enemy was again in their old
position on Fisher's Hill. All idea of going to
Petersburg was now abandoned, as there was
enough to attend to in the Valley. Early
again had a large army, and

ONCE MOKE CONFRONTED SIIEEIDAN,
this time with both flanks heavily guarded
on Fisher's Hill. It was not then known
how many troop3 the enemy had, as their
coming was unexpected. Pickets were
doubled, and a new line of works erected on
Fisher's Hill for tho purpose of resisting our
advance. The troopa now moved forward to
Cedar Creek, and wero formed in line as fol-

lows:
Tho Eighth Corp3 on the extreme left,

near Mttssanultnn Mountain ; IheNineteeutk
next, and the Sixth on the right. Every
morning tho men were routed out early,
expecting an attack, but none was made,
and the vigilance of tho men was relaxed.
Five days the troops remained in camp near
Middletown, Gen. Sheridan being on a visit
to City Point to sec Gen. Grant. During his
alienee the army was commanded by Gen.
Wright. All was thought secure, and the
men began to think the enemy's force com-

paratively small; but they wero in force,
and the hoys of the Union army soon knew
it. Early had determined to make ono grand
effort, and if possible savo his reputation and
recover all he had lost. Filled with this
determination he moved his whole force on
tho night of Oct. 18, crossed in single file the
mountain which separated tho branches of
tho Shenandoah, forded the North Fork, and
early on the morning of Oct. 19, nndcr cover
of tho darkness and fog, surprised and turn-
ed our left flank, and captured tho batteries
that enfiladed our whole line. Tho men
were aroused from slumber only to find tho
enemy in their renr. Tho Eighth Corps
was surprised and partly surrounded, and
fled as best they could, fighting bravely in
front, flank aud rear, leaving all their tents
and ammunition iu tho hands of tho onemy.
They knew not which way to turn, and

HUNDREDS WERE SHOT DOWN

and numbers captured. Tho Sixth Corpa,
ucd to such things, rallied and formed in
Hue near Middletown. By this time tho
wagons were in full retreat toward Winches-
ter. It was a complete surprise, tho troops

filling back five miles in csaftunoa. Gen.
Wright ordered tho men to reform, hut, with
the Eighth and Niaetsenth Corps iu rail re-

treat, the Sixth conld not stand alone, and
with the rest was compslkd to fiitl back,
fighting desperately. Early, confident of
victory, urged on hat men, who fought with
desperation, nad visions of Washington
again appeared before them. The spoils tnafc
fell in their hands werea great compensation.
for what they had lost. Shelter tenio,
rubber blankets, knapsacks, biankats, tenfet,
guns, ammunition, and well-fille- d haver-
sacks fll into the hands of the Johnnies,
and to their half-starvs- d and balf-eleta-wl

bodies were indeed prizes. After falling
bnck five miles our lines were partially
rallied and the retreat stopped, butat a fear-
ful losa of life, and onr boys were mad to
think that, after ridding the Valley of the
enemy, as thsy supposed, and whipping
them so badly, they were again in feree and
our army retreating from them. " Where is
Sheridan?" was the cry, as all seemed to
feel that if he was near the tide of battle
would be turned in our favor. Soon a eloud
of dust was seen on the road, far in the dis-
tance, and with thunder-trea- d, came the well-kno- wn

horao carrying with it its rider, the
brave Sheridan. Reaehing the disordered
line, ho inquired for Gen. Wright. The men
soon knew that Sheridan was near, and all
felt confident of sucesss. When the bottle
commenced he was at Winchootar, but he
arrived in time to arrange the lines and re-

pulse a heavy attack of the enoray.
The Eighth and Nineteenth Corps had

now rallied and formed in line, with the
Sixth Corps in the ceuter. Sheridan imme-
diately assumed the offensive and attacked
the enemy in tnrn. After considerable ma-nuveri- ng

Sheridan ordered a charge ami the
enemy was driven back with great slaughter,
with the loss of their trains and artillery and
the trophies captured daring the morning.
Had not Sheridan arrived as he did

ALL WOULD HATJB BSXX LOT.
The cavalry under Caster was seat on their
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The Albemarle.
flank, driving them pell-me- ll across Cedar
Creek, slaughtering them like shsop. Sixty-on-e

pieces of artillery were captured from
them, and 8,000 prisoners. Our success was
complete, though onr loss was heavy. Capt.
McKnight's battery lost four pieees, and
nearly all their horses were killed and
wounded. The 14th N. J. was commanded
by Capt. Janeway, and lost heavily. AdPfc
Burroughs Ross was killed. He was formerly
a private, and for gallant conduct had been
promoted from ono position to another until
he received his commission as Adjutant in
place of Bnekalew, who had resigned on
account of wounds received at Monocacy.
He was a fine officer, and his lose coukl not
easily he supplied.

The wreck of the rebel army escaped
daring the night, and fled in the direction of
Staunton aud Lynchburg, and pursuit being
made by the cavalry to Mount Jackson,
hundreds of them were captured. The battle
of Cedar Creek will long he remembered by
the Sixth Corps; at first driven back with
severe loss, they in turn rallied, and to
them will be attributed the tide of battle
taming in our favor. Bat the Wilderness
and those hard-foug- ht battles of the Poto-

mac Army were lessons not easily forgotten,
and they, as usual, were ready for any emer-
gency. The Second Division lost heavily,
more so than the rest. As our lines fell back
the enemy had stripped our dead and wound--

The Coast of
ed as they lay on the field, and when our men
recovered their lost ground they wsre seen
lying as they fell stark naked, and cold In
death. Such scenes only made our men fight
tho harder, and Early paid dearly for his
boldness in surprising us in the morning.

THE REBEL GEN. RAMSEUR
wo3 mortally wounded, and fell into our
hands. He died at the headquarters of Gen.
Sheridan, and his remains were sent South
by way of City Point.

Thus ended the enemy's last attempt
to invade the North via the Shenandoah
Valley, and Early, with his demoralized
and disheartened troops, was seen no more
in that vicinity. Ninety pieces of artillery
had been taken from them and over 10,000
prisoners at different times in tho Valley,
and with a few pieces of artillery and about
12,000 men they reached Staunton, and all
but ono brigade wero transported to Rich--
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CAPTURE Off jfl&WDWMm.

Th AlUbaiaaisiiFKei Btocjfttyee tho
Eniire Woedtenii FHnt.

A mOME' W A. SWAMP.

Left toy the Boat, Bsvtrtwf kii to tho
Fleafc on .i Rntf&.,

txx. . s. xuvw, PfeitfK&fiayxAss.

'S has been generallyr- - understood that bo
,F J attempt had boen

planned! fer tho do-stntet-ton

of the rebel
ram Albemarle, feat
thai the eemmanders
of the vessels siation- -

!&BSmXSm tjed ai the mouth of
TCtamMMMasMMaiMWM

jr-- fl Roanoke River wero
'gjjSL --igar:

: lying inactive after
the engagemsnfe with

the ram until Lieuk W. B. Cuahing arrived
with the torpedo foneh.

But this was ao the eaee. Consiani
took place with a view fbr her

destruction, aed in my reminiseeaess which
follow, whUs serving on hoard! she Taeony,
I will relate soma of my own exploits. The
dates are taken fteai the log-ho-ok ef that
vassal.

Jan. 21, ISfrljIwmi.erilsisdtte Hie steams;
Taeeay, fitting oa fa PMfeiteiuMp, Lien- -

' ' -.r. kpwbk

teHant-Command- ar rrBJ. T. Tsaxtan. She
carried a battery ef four ch gone, ono 00-pou- ad

pivot, aad Jews howitzers. "We left
Philadelphia in she ktter part et February
aad proceeded to New Besne, N. C, where we
remained for some time stationed, now and
then making a ernise ha Albemarle Sooad.

April 17, 1384, the Taeony called at Ply-mont- h,

N. C. Gen. H. "W. Weseelte wae in
command of the troops, and Lisutenant-Coramand- sr

C. W. Flnsser, Senior Officer, in
command of the vessels in the Roanoke
Rivsr. They came on board and were re-

ceived with tho usual naval courtesies. AH
was reported to be quiet, and no enemy in
the neighborhood; hut Little Washington
was supposed to be in immediate danger, so
after a few hours the Taeony got up steam,
and proceeded to that place. C. W. Flnsser
had made his preparations in case of an at-

tack, aud felt himself able to encounter the
ram if she should some down. We Hound
the gunboats Miami aad Southfield lashed
together fore aad aft with large hawsers and
chains; forward, especially, the lashings
were strong, and so secured that their bows
would make an angle ef about two points.
It was generally understood tbas Floeeer
intended to ram the Albemarle, but sueh
was not the case, for the rivsr being narrow

only about 300 feet wide abreast of Ply-
mouth no manuvering could be dono, and
Flnsser's plane, so I am informed, were that

North Carolina.
upon the approach of the ram to steam ahead
and get the Albemarle's bow between tho
two vessels, then go ahead full steam and
back her up on the bank of the river and

THEREBY DISABLX HER PROPELLER.
April 19 at Little Washington we found

all quiet, but during tho whole day heard
heavy cannonading, and en the 20th we re-

ceived the news of the capture ef Plymouth
by the Confederates, thosinking of the South-fiel- d

by the Albemarle, and the death of
Lieutenant-Command-er Flusser. I here
give an acconnt of nn army officer present,
who also stated that the very moment tho
Taeony left, the Confederate pickets were in
sight, and had been during the day:

"On the 18th of April between 3 and 4 in
the morning the Confederates tried to storm
Fort Gary (above Plymouth), bat were re-

pulsed. Latar, heavy artillery opened fire
on the town and breastworks, and the fight
besame gsneral. To proteas Fort Williams
(tbelow rmon4h) the Southfield audi Miami


